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CAHOKIA ~ High levels of PCBs
i{poiychloriaated biphenyis) found n the
noci part of Dead Creek ditch pose no
imnediate threat 10 public health and
safety, state officidls sand today.

Jumes Kelty, a chemist and member of
the illinvis Eavironmental Protection
Agency's Emergency Response Unit,
reivased cesults of chemical testing of 18
suii ud wider samples taken from the area
Juring tae last two weeks.

Thetestsalsoshowed high leveisofl metals
conference in the Cabokia Village Hail tus
mocning, shewea 17,000 parts per million of
PC3s 10 a0 area of tne ditch 30 yards sonth
o Gueeny Avenue, with decreasing levels
as wie crevk amuves south,

Thtests also showed high leveis of metals
ia ‘he southern part of the creek, with
decteasing amounts farther north.

Asafnie taken from a privatewater weil
:a the 100 Dk of Walnut Street showed the
presence of pesticides. but Kelty sind they
were frnm a suurce other than Deed Creek.

Nedv s an extremely high coecese
1T e Ut PAOSPBOToUS — m — was
f..nd g do area 40 yards of Jodith
PPN

neity sud the substances posed no
seTivns aeaith threat u:uhg& a &ﬂ were
expused 0 the chemn perieds.

“The materials in this disch are haimy.

dous oaiv W that extent.” Kelty vuid.
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betwoeen Queeny Avenuedad Judith Lane w
prevent peopie from XiCk:ng up con-
taminated soil and {rom dumping 1 the
area,

IEPA officials said it wiil take time t0
determine who 1s responsibie for the
situation. Officials saad they were inves-
tigating reports of a buried dump on a
three-acre site south of Souget Viilage Hail.

Kelty said investigators have cihiecked
the length of the creex W the river, but have
not teken any samples.

Officials are unsyre if any contaminants
have gone pust Judith Lane. A blocked
culvert couid have prevented that

Keity also tested soil south of Judith Lane
o determine ¥ cuntaminants had spread.
Concentrations of metais such as copper,
lead, nickle. barium, ninc, and phospho-

south of Judith Lane. .
{EPA officials ansounced 4 three-phase
plaa for handling the Dead Creek situation.
Phase | — the chemicai testing o
determine if there was a hesith and
hagard — was announced this moming.
Phage 2 will concern itaelt with the long-
term impact of the contamination, as well
as determining whe is responsibe. Phase 3

will address thauLanQ disposal. Of-

mll::l:"d:atdu vestiEati
com) he.ip
ummuswwm
the creek to determine if castuminants

nere 1s any thredt w0 a
wav, such as the Yhssiaso

From where 10x1¢ ¢ovmasis neeenn
were tound in ine creex ok Judiih |
the Mississippi River 1s atoui 3 =

it aiready-was.known inal idvaa v
smoldering and glowmny dien near e
1. has peen comlarndtec wiii P03k L
Cancer-Causing agent, ant 19 uilcr ..o

-chemicals. Earlier [EPA tevis fiai stuwey

PUB leveis ol Wb ppm i the coe & Szac
Judith Lene and 5.200 9pm south ui Gueny
Avenue,

IEPA officiais aiso are checking ialo
reports that a Sduget landlill on Queeny

Avenue near the Creek. operaied dylitic: ..o

mayor of Seuget. Leo Ssuget, nave

been used for hazardous waste duliping.
Kelty said officials have rebeivea

"unofficial snd unconfirmed Fepuris
primandy ftom peopie whu asve ved .2
the area for a ioag time " advul the aaar..
But ne said no immadiate conCiusias wan
e drawn from the reports.

“The information is dretty skeluny .o
conflicting. We 2o’ auve agyiaia.
definste,” Sad. A we've iyt ire
fumars —~ a coupie of ancayminis Mure

T

calls. There 15 a it of upen Jroutic vi cal

ik of the ditch.”
Sauget was the first mayor of e village

of 200 pervons, whiCh is UCheG welweern
Eam St. Lovis and Cahokia. lie operaie &
4.5ucre landfill that has Geen Closesi for

| more than ?.lms. sail bis sun aga

PR e

s
' /
/.
‘ r
]
s CER 069586




